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WHEATLAND-CHILI CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS – CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

 

The following are questions that have been asked during public information sessions.  The public 

information sessions were scheduled to share information about the upcoming Capital Improvement 

Project vote on Tuesday, March 19, 2013.  The questions and answers are noted in this Frequently Asked 

Questions to assist community members, who were unable to attend one of the public information 

sessions, in having accurate information.  For further questions, please contact Superintendent Deb Leh 

at 889.6246. 

 

Q:  If Proposition #2 does not pass, does Proposition #1 pass?  

A:  Proposition #1 only passes if the majority of voters vote for Proposition #1.  If Proposition #2 does 

not pass and Proposition #1 does pass, by a majority of the voters, then the School Repairs and 

Renovations design phase of the Capital Improvement Project would begin. 

 

Q:  Who pays for improvements if Proposition #1 doesn’t pass? 

A:  If the Capital Project is not passed, the District has the option of putting the project before voters 

again – either with the same or a modified scope of work – or choosing to not resubmit a project.   

If a project is not approved and any of the repairs and renovations that have been included would need 

to be undertaken, the District would be fully responsible for those expenses out of the annual school 

budget, thereby losing the NYS Building Aid that would have covered 73.5% of those costs.   

The $800,000 Capital Reserve funds would not be enough to cover all of the items that have been 

identified in the 2010 Building Condition Survey, nor could they be accessed to pay for the cost of the 

work without prior voter approval.  Any work that  occurs outside of a capital project, even if the voters 

approve the use of the Capital Reserve funds, would occur at 100% of the cost.  This means that we 

would not have the benefit of 73.5 cents on every dollar of the work from the state through Building Aid 

in this instance. 

   

Q:  How is the $800,000 Capital Reserve Fund used towards the project? 

A:  The $800,000 Capital Reserve Fund is similar to a savings account that can only be used for capital 

improvements with voter approval.  If Proposition #1 passes, the $800,000 Capital Reserve Fund will be 

applied to the $5,910,983 project.  If both Propositions (#1 and #2) pass, the $800,000 Capital Reserve 
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Fund will be used towards the total amount of both projects which is Proposition #1 $5,910,983 and 

Proposition #2 $1.800,000 for a total of $7,710,983.  

 

Q:  If Proposition #1 and Proposition #2 pass, can you explain the cost per year to the taxpayer? 

If Proposition #1 passes there will be no net increase to the current local tax rates; and  

If Proposition #2 is also approved, the total net increase on a $100,000 assessment is $93 and spread 

over 15 years ($6.20 per year).  

 

Q:  If Proposition #1 and #2 pass with the retiring of the debt, can you explain the $93 per year?  What 

is the true cost, if you don’t factor in the retiring debt? 

A:  Proposition #1 in itself will cost an average of $0.27 per $1,000 of assessed value per year, over a 15-

year period.  However, the District has existing bonds that will be paid off as the new debt service on the 

proposed project would be starting to be repaid.  As a result, when pairing the District’s existing debt 

profile with the new debt coming on for Proposition #1, District residents will see a decrease in tax rates 

that results in an average savings of $1.27 per $1,000 of assessed value or $127 savings for a $100,000 

home), spread over the 15-year period. 

Proposition #2 will cost an additional average of $0.14 per $1,000 of assessed value per year, over a 15-

year period.  However, then paired with the existing debt profile of the District, along with the debt for 

Proposition #1, the total cost would be approximately $0.93 per $1,000 of assessed value ( $93 for a 

$100,000 home), spread over the 15-year period. 

 

Q:  What is the schedule of debt eliminated over 15 years? 

A:  The debt schedule is on the Capital Project Quick Link on the District’s website for voter review, and 

can be found at:  

http://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/Proposition%20_1%20Debt%20Service%20Vs.%20Sta

te%20Aid%20with%20$5,910,983[1].pdf and 

http://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/Debt%20Service%20Vs.%20State%20Aid%20with%20

$5.9M%20and%20$1.80M_WCCSD_1-24[2].pdf.  

 

  

http://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/Proposition%20_1%20Debt%20Service%20Vs.%20State%20Aid%20with%20$5,910,983%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/Proposition%20_1%20Debt%20Service%20Vs.%20State%20Aid%20with%20$5,910,983%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/Debt%20Service%20Vs.%20State%20Aid%20with%20$5.9M%20and%20$1.80M_WCCSD_1-24%5b2%5d.pdf
http://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/Debt%20Service%20Vs.%20State%20Aid%20with%20$5.9M%20and%20$1.80M_WCCSD_1-24%5b2%5d.pdf
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Q:  What if Proposition #1 is approved and comes in at $5.5 million (rather than $5.91 million)?  Will 

we spend the additional money? 

A:  The District only borrows the money that is actually needed to complete the work.  If the project 

costs are lower than anticipated, the borrowing will be less, with less cost to the taxpayers than 

currently projected. 

 

Q: With the current sequestration process at the federal level, if the Proposition #1 passes, will we get 

the promised state aid? 

A:  Our financial consultants have advised that the NYS Building Aid program is stable. The state will do 

everything in its power to avoid default across the 700 school districts in New York State related to any 

change in this program. 

 

Q:  Our bus garage facility was recently renovated.  Why was work included in the Capital 

Improvement Project for the bus garage? 

A:  Minor work was included in the capital project to add exterior security cameras to this facility and 

take care of minor painting in the facility in order to benefit from Building Aid on these expenses (73.5 

cents on every dollar of expense).  We would pay 100% of this expense if it were included in the 

District’s annual budget.  Including all District facilities (at appropriate levels) in a capital project is best 

practice.  In the event of unforeseen repair costs, work could be included in the capital project and be 

eligible for Building Aid.  The cost of work in the bus garage facility is estimated to be at or less than 

$63,956 before Building Aid.  

 

Q:  Can you explain the timeline of the project? What goes on in the interim until work begins and 

what if the state doesn’t approve the project? 

A:  If Proposition #1 or both Propositions pass, we go into the design phase. The project would only 

begin after state approval and the completion of the bidding process.  The architectural firm will work 

with the State Education Department until approval occurs.  The construction phase of the project 

would begin in approximately February of 2014. 

 

Q:  Have contractors been chosen for the project? 

A:   No.  When a Capital Project is passed by the voters, the design phase of the Capital Project begins.  

Completed designs are forwarded to the State Education Department for approval.  The bid process 

begins after State Education Department approval.  
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Q:  Can you bid now? 

A:   No.  We must have state approval on a project before the bidding process can begin. 

 

Q:  Can residents vote through an absentee ballot? 

A:  Yes.  For an absentee ballot, contact District Clerk Judy Cianciola in the Superintendent’s Office at 

889.6247. 

 

Q:  What is the deadline for absentee ballots? 

A:  Absentee ballots must be requested seven (7) days before the vote (no later than March 12, 2013) if 

they are to be mailed.  If the ballot is to be picked up personally by the voter, absentee ballots can be 

requested up to the day before the vote (no later than March 18, 2013).  All absentee ballots must be 

received by the District by 5:00 p.m. on the day of the vote (March 19, 2013). 

 

Q:  I understand that organizations and schools can request to use turf fields in school districts.  

 How are fees for use determined?  The Board of Education will review its current facility use 

policy and determine the appropriate fee for use of a turf field with passed Propositions #1 and #2. 

 How much money will it bring into the district?  Although there are no guarantees, an amount 

between $12,000 and $15,000 per year is common for districts with turf fields. 

 How can the district use the revenue generated from events held on the turf field?  Any 

revenue generated by the use of the turf field would be considered as miscellaneous revenue.  This is 

currently how the district accounts for revenue that is generated through use of our facilities by outside 

groups. 

 Who decides who can use the field?  The facility use requests are currently reviewed for 

availability at the school level and are then approved by the Superintendent.  This current process would 

be used for access to artificial turf fields upon a successful vote. 

 Will the field be lined for all sports?  This is a decision that would be made after a successful 

vote on Proposition #1 and #2.  Input from a group of community stakeholders would be gathered and 

used in making this decision. 

 How will hosting a large event impact our facilities, parking, etc.?  We have hosted a regional 

track event in the past bringing hundreds of fans onto our property.  All future events would be assessed 

to determine whether our facility is of sufficient size to properly host the event. 
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Q:  Why does a small school community need a turf field? 

A:   A group of interested community members came forward and provided input about their interest in 

having a turf field to the Board of Education.  The Board of Education held a workshop on January 24, 

2013, to discuss this issue, inviting community members to attend.  The Capital Improvement Project 

was designed with two separate propositions (#1 – Repairs/Renovations and #2 – Artificial Turf Field) to 

provide all voters with an opportunity to express their interest in and support for each proposition 

separately. 

 

Q:  Is the $1,800,000 amount of Proposition #2 an amount not to be exceeded? 

A:  Yes.  Both Proposition #1 and #2 were designed in amounts that are not to be exceeded.  This means 

that the final work cannot result in a higher expense, but could result in a lower expense.  

 

Q:  Who is responsible for the warranty on the artificial turf field if it fails before 12 years? 

A:  If it fails before the 12 years, we go back to the prime contractor, who is hired by the District in the 

bidding process, and the contractor goes back to the company that provided the artificial turf carpet. 

 

Q:  What is the research on injuries on artificial turf fields? 

A:  There are different injuries on turf fields versus natural grass.  Neither surface is injury free.  Please 

see the Department of Health Fact Sheet on the District website for more information at:  

http://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/DOH%20Fact%20Sheet%20-%20Turf1.pdf. 

 

Q:  What is the cost for disinfecting artificial turf fields due to bloodborne pathogens, etc., that result 
from abrasions?  

A:  There is no need to disinfect artificial turf fields.  Outdoor turf fields have been studied and shown 
not to be able to harbor pathogens for any significant length of time due to exposure to UV light, heat, 
and lack of anything organic to sustain the organisms.  There was a scare a few years ago about 
pathogens like MRSA from turf fields.  An industry of disinfecting fields developed due to this scare.   

The recommended practice is to treat any scrapes that break the skin, because it is an open wound of 
the skin and anything could transmit a pathogen to that wound.   The currently available turf fields are 
not as abrasive as the old style AstroTurf, and not much more abrasive than grass fields.   

http://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/DOH%20Fact%20Sheet%20-%20Turf1.pdf
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As far as blood spilled on fields, you would clean blood off the surface and then wash the remaining 
through the turf with a solution of water and Clorox or other disinfectant.  This is the current practice 
for removing blood spilled on a gym floor, except that you can wash it through the turf.   

 

Q:  If turf has a warranty, is there a replacement cost to the district? 

A:  Yes, based on the warranty.  The cost of a replacement carpet at today’s costs is $600,000. Building 

aid will be paid on the first carpet that is part of Proposition #2 for a 15-year period.  If the carpet must 

be replaced during the 15-year period while we are still paying for the first carpet, additional aid will be 

paid.  However, this aid will be pro-rated depending on the time of the replacement.   

For example, if an artificial turf carpet needed to be replaced after 12 years, 80% of the normal building 

aid would be paid to the District (12 years is 80% of the 15-year period).  This is a worst-case scenario, as 

turf has been known to last 15, 17, or 20 years on a field depending on many variables. 

 

Q:  Will the turf field be used for only our sports? Would all sports that are turf compatible use our 

fields? 

A:  The Board of Education would update the Board Policy on facility use to include criteria related to 

artificial turf rental.  Most districts rent their artificial turf fields to outside groups, adding revenue of 

approximately $12,000 to $15,000 each year.  

 

Q:  Would we need inlaid lines on an artificial turf field? 

A:  It is possible to have inlaid lines in an artificial turf field.  It is also possible to use temporary paint, 

similar to what currently occurs on natural turf fields. These are decisions that would be made during 

the design phase with a passed Proposition #2.  See the Public Information PowerPoint for more 

information at 

http://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/WCCSD%20Public%20Information%20Presentation%2

0-%20FNL[1].pdf. 

 

Q:  What is the savings of turf over real grass?  What in 12 years would we save in maintenance of 

grass? 

 A:  The yearly maintenance cost for an artificial turf field is generally considered to be approximately 

$7,000.  This expense relates to the hourly rate paid to our grounds worker to groom the turf field using 

a specially-designed tractor and related fuel costs.  The yearly maintenance cost for our natural turf field 

is approximately $5,000.  This expense relates to the hourly rate paid to our grounds worker to water, 

http://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/WCCSD%20Public%20Information%20Presentation%20-%20FNL%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/WCCSD%20Public%20Information%20Presentation%20-%20FNL%5b1%5d.pdf
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mow, and line the natural turf field.  Also included in this amount is the cost of water, seed for 

overseeding, soil replacement, etc.   

Although artificial turf fields generally cost less to maintain when compared to a natural turf field, based 

on our actual costs, there is an additional yearly cost of $2,000 in the District’s budget with an artificial 

turf field. 

 

Q:  Lights can be disturbing to neighbors. Was this a consideration? 

A:  Yes.  Our current field lights were donated to the District by the booster club over 20 years ago.  

Replacement lights for the field are included Proposition #1. The updated technology for field lights have 

controlled light pollution and less spillage on neighbors.  In other words, there is “more light for the 

players, and less light for the neighbors.” 

 

Q:  Can you clarify the timing for the track resurfacing?  

A:  Track resurfacing is part of this capital project because at the end of this project it will be time to 

resurface the track.  This is one example of the careful planning that went into this Capital Project to 

preserve the assets of the District. 

 

Q:  Can schools leverage federal funding through the use of a minority work force? 

A:   Projects are put out to a competitive bid process under New York State law.  We will look into any 

grants that may be available to the District. 

 


